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“~Plantationsin the UK have had
-+ abad reputation:
-+ LnisNewvesSilvaof WWF
e believes that sharing
+ i experiencesand knowledge
is vital for good plantation

4 managemen

Forest mossics in Bradl © Stora Enso

v the time o conifer planted in the UK today is ready o
harvest. the world's population will be pushing ten billion.
A growing population, multiplied by spiralling levels of
COnMNTpTOn, is purting ater pressure on our finite
planet. Somebow, we need to find ways ro meer peoples
needs for food, energy and other resources while escaping

catastrophic climate change and conserving the ccological

lifee support systems we all depend on.

Forests are a prominent part of this piceare. Modelling from
WWF suggests that wood harvesting will need 1o more than wiple
by 2050 1o meet growing demand for timber and paper in
emerging cconomics and projected increases in bioenengy. And
the need for wood could grow still further with advances in the
usc of timber in construction, bioplastics and in other innovative
applications, from pharmaceuticals to LCD screens,

But th a limit to how much wood we can sustainably extrace
from marural forests, 1f we are to increase imber supplies while
[ rving foreses, then we nead more planations.

With an area of 2779 million hectares in 2015, plant
represent an increasing proportion of the global forest
providing a significant and r share of global roundwosd
production. FEstimates suggest chae planted forests have the
potential to produce up 1o two-thirds of global industrial
roundwood demand, rising Lo as much as 80% by 2030

PMancations have been heavily criticised in the past, sometimes
with good reason. Large arcas of natural foreses, as well as other
important ccosystems like wetlands and grasslands, have been
converted w monocultures of exotic specics - blodiverse ccosystems
replaced with so-called ‘green desents'. Some plantations are
established withoue the consent or involvement of people affected by
them. Local people may receive lietke share in the economic henefirs;
worse, instances exist of indigenous peoples and local communities
being displaced or kosing aceess to land for food product

Yer plantations doe't have to be ke this Tn 2007 WWF Lunched
the New Generasion Plantations (NGP) platform alongside a number
of companies and government agen hat manage plantations.

The e was midentifv and promore better practices for plantation
design and management, and kamning and sharing experiences from
around the world, Over the last decade, NGP has demonserated a
concept thar works: o new greneration of plansations thar maintain
s integrity. protece and enhance high con tion values,
are developed through effective stakeholder involvement processes,
and conwribuce o economic growth and employment.
i Forest region, for instance, the workis
pulp producers have developed a landscape mosaic model that
combines highly efficient cucalyprus plantations with rainfores:
restoration on former caule pasture. In Chile. the major foresiry
companies have achieved FSC certification, begun restoring
previously converted areas of nagive forest and transformed the wa
they engage with local communitics. In South Alrica, best pracuic
developed o minimise the impact of plantations on wetlands have
been adopted acruss the forestry sector, In China, afforestation on
ssive scale is benefirting smallholders and the climare alike.
rudy tours have witnessad firse hand examples of conflices
conservationists and cattle ranchers
that have been resolved into opportunities for cooperation.
A ey parr of the NGP process is ahout sharing experiences,
learming and ideas across couneries and culrures, and many of the
issucs we have encountered will be familiar 1o UK foresters. In fact.
the first NGI* mecting was held in Scoland, and the Forcsury
Commission has participated in the platform since ts incepdon.
With trees covering only 13% of the UK land area, compared with
the Kuropean average of 45'%, the UK i hardly a major lorest country.
But we can leamn a ot from its experiences over the last century.
Following two millkennia of deforestation, Britain's forest cover
hadl fallen to juse 4% by Workl War One. The strategtic imperative
of increasing the counery s fimber reserves led to the formation in
1919 of the Forestry Commission, which has been remarkably
successful in increasing Britain’s forest area. Over aime, the
non simber henefits of these planted forests  including recreation
and bindiversity, and lasterly carhon sequestration - have become
an increasingly important objoctive.

Bus chis reforessasion effort hasn't heen without ies problems
The British public loves forests - but they don't necessarily love
plantations. In Scotland especially, the past blanket planting of
non mative Sitka sproce monccultunes often in ursuitablhe
locations and subsadised by quessiomable tax hre damagadd
the forest indusery’s reputation and social licence.

In response. planting dropped sharply over the kast three decades

away from producrive conifer forests to broadleved
native species. While these have brought environmental, social and
climate benefits, the UK remains the workd's third langest importer
of timber after China and Japan - and theres a danger that the forest
products industry will face a growing shortage in coming decades
if priductive forests aren't replaced.,

‘I'ree planting now appears 1o be coming back into favour. at Jeast in
Scotland, which alms to Increase its annual woodland creation tanget
of L0000 hectares per year to 15 025, mostly

iveral by priviate companies. By following che sussaing

pement criteria serout in the UK Forestry Standard. this new
on of plantations adheres wo the NGP principles, comprising
i diversity of species and ages, with conservation areas, restored
ipari wl recreational opporrun s well as timber
nn. There is also inereased focus on sharing the benefies with
communitics and providing high-quality rural emplovment.

Lven so. social challenges remain. Although bare u
overgrazed by sheep may noc be natural or provide much ccological
benefit, that is the landscape and lifessyle Jocal people are used o
Many poople remain suspicious of forcsuy, and change can't just be
impaosed withourt their consent.

The NGP platform doesnt pretend wo have all the answers;
however, we belivve that by coming ngnether to listen o and learn
from each other, we can ereate hesrer solutic
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Forests are increasingly being relied upon to provide a
sustainable future for the planet. The UK has a surprising
influence on the global forestry stage. With its National
Conference in 2019, the Institute is once again leading
the way in preparing the forestry profession for the
future.

incddude
» Georges Bazongo, West Africa Director, Tree Aid, Burkina Faso
¥ Alexander Buck, Pxecutive Director, IUFRO, Austria
¥ Professor Sandra Harding, Vice-Chancedlor & President of
James Cook University, Australia

to join fellow Industry professionals in Oxford
next April.
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